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The New Era of Digital Fundraising is Here
“Nonprofits are last to adopt innovation and technology.” 
This is a common criticism of our sector. As the Great 
Wealth Transfer begins, the biggest threat to the future 
health and growth of charities isn’t a lack of generosity; 
it’s using fundraising technology built for yesterday’s 
donors. Over $100 trillion will be transferred from the Silent 
Generation and Baby Boomers to Gen X, Millennials, and 
Gen Z over the next 20 years, with an estimated $20 trillion 
being donated during that period – and the reality is, most 
charitable organizations are not set up to capture the 
significant fundraising revenue that comes with  
this transition.

Today, most charitable organizations are operating in 
the 2000s: happy to accept checks by mail and card 
donations online while throwing large, expensive galas 
to squeeze major gifts out of the same shrinking cohort 
of aging wealthy donors approaching retirement. The 
current state of fundraising innovation in the nonprofit 
sector is analogous to online inbound marketing in the 
early 2010s, limited largely to using social media, email, 
and other online channels to raise cash donations. To 
attract, acquire, and retain the next generation of young, 
wealthy, and generous digital donors set to inherit trillions 
of dollars in assets, nonprofits must not only adopt but 
also embrace innovation.

Preparing for this future requires charitable organizations 
to address two key questions:

1.	 How do I engage the young donors of today and 
cultivate them to be my recurring and major gift givers 
of tomorrow?

2.	 How will my organization fundraise in a fully digital 
donation future?

The time has come to redefine Digital Fundraising. The 
focus must shift from executing strategies that worked at 
the outset of the internet to implementing the technology 
and solutions that make it seamless for donors to give 
whatever asset they want, however they want, whenever 
they want, directly on your mobile or website experience. 
In a world where AI is making marketing increasingly 

uniform, cost-effective, and ubiquitous, nonprofit 
organizations must open and modernize all possible doors 
to accommodate how their donors give to gain an edge in 
a competitive fundraising environment.  

At The Giving Block, this past year marked a critical 
inflection point for the future of fundraising strategy. 
In 2025, we processed over $100 million worth of 
cryptocurrency donations on behalf of our thousands 
of nonprofit clients and have now processed over $300 
million since our founding in 2018. We also saw online 
digital stock and Donor-Advised Fund (DAF) donation 
processing volumes double year-over-year, signalling 
a meaningful uptick in donor adoption and a shift in 
behavior. Digital donation methods that were once 
considered emerging are now required components of a 
future-forward Digital Fundraising strategy. 

The nonprofits that win in the future will be equipped 
to meet Gen X, Millennial and Gen Z donors where they 
already are—in digital wallets, asset accounts, and in 
moments of financial opportunity. And when they do, this 
next generation of donors will respond. This is a generation 
that gives more thoughtfully, builds relationships with 
brands, cares about your organization’s story, and wants 
to donate securely within your website and mobile giving 
experience – not through an advisor or broker. We are 
watching generosity become faster, more personal, 
and deeply woven into the daily digital financial lives of 
supporters. That’s not a small shift. That’s a redefinition of 
how charitable giving works.

A new era of philanthropy is here. Donors expect flexibility 
and choice, and nonprofits deserve the same. The Giving 
Block team is energized every day by the passion of our 
nonprofit clients and inspired to push Digital Fundraising 
forward to ensure that charitable organizations are no 
longer last to benefit from advances in technology, but first. 

Ben Pousty  
President, The Giving Block 
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Key Takeaways from 2025

$300M $100M+ $11,019
Cryptocurrency donated 
through The Giving Block 
since 2018

Cryptocurrency donated 
through The Giving Block  
in 2025

Average crypto gift size 
in 2025

Since 2018, The Giving Block has helped donors contribute over $300 million in 
crypto to nonprofits worldwide—proving that crypto isn’t just a new way to give, 
but a powerful engine for modern philanthropy. 

In 2025, that momentum reached a major milestone: we processed over $100 
million in crypto donations—our biggest year yet. With 66% year-over-year 
growth from 2024 to 2025, crypto donations are no longer experimental. Our 
data also reinforces an important trend: crypto is maturing into a reliable 
source of major gifts with an average gift size of $11,019—far outpacing 
traditional online giving benchmarks.

The Rise of Digital 
Fundraising

Which cause 
received the 
highest donation 
volume in 2025? Education Health &

Medicine
Food &
Water

Children &
Youth

Animals
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Nearly a Decade in the Making: 
Crypto Donations Reach New Highs
In 2025, crypto giving reached new heights, driven by a strong market cycle 
and growing mainstream adoption and investment in crypto assets. As all-
time highs returned across major coins, donation volume followed—resulting 
in our largest year of crypto donations to date. This year’s top donated 
cryptocurrencies include established leaders like Bitcoin, along with significant 
growth in stablecoin donations.

Top Donated Cryptocurrencies: 
Bitcoin Remains King, but Stablecoin 
Giving is Catching Up Fast  
In 2025, the top five most donated cryptocurrencies reflect both the maturity 
and evolution of Crypto Philanthropy. Bitcoin (BTC) remained the top donated 
crypto asset, reinforcing its role as the cornerstone of donor wealth in the crypto 
ecosystem. But this year also highlighted a major shift toward stablecoins, 
with Ripple USD (RLUSD) and USD Coin (USDC) emerging as strong drivers of 
donation volume for nonprofits. 

The year’s top five donated crypto assets show a fundraising channel that’s 
expanding beyond legacy coins—powered by changing market trends, 
increased mainstream adoption, growing donor confidence, and the rise of 
crypto communities that are increasingly eager to use their assets for impact.

Top Five Most Donated Cryptocurrencies in 2025

BTC
48%

RLUSD
17%

USDC
11%

SOL
7%

ETH
5%

1
2

3

4

5

The State of Crypto Giving (2025)

$300M
donated since 2018
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Most Donated Cryptocurrencies in 2025

Bitcoin (BTC): 48%

Ripple USD (RLUSD): 17%

USD Coin (USDC): 11%

Solana (SOL): 7%

Ethereum (ETH): 5%

Tether (USDT): 4%

XRP Ledger (XRP): 3%

Dai (DAI): 1%

Litecoin (LTC): 1%

ApeCoin (APE): 1%

All others: 2%

The State of Crypto Giving (2025)

Honorable Mentions:  
The Biggest Movers 
of 2025

There are a number of crypto assets that surged in donation volume and 
jumped into the top ten most donated crypto assets—signaling a continued rise 
in community-driven giving:

1.	 ApeCoin (APE) emerged as one of the fastest-rising donated 
assets in 2025. After ranking 27th in 2024, APE climbed to 10th this 
year. Donation volume grew more than 200x year-over-year from 
2024 to 2025.

2.	 Litecoin (LTC) climbed back into the top ten this year, moving 
from the 13th most donated in 2024 to 9th. Donations increased 
by 12x from 2024 to 2025. 

Stablecoins Surge 
with Over $32M in 
Donations in 2025

2025 marked a major rise in stablecoin giving. Donors gave over $32 million 
in USDC, RLUSD, USDT, DAI, and other stablecoins in 2025. The trend is clear: 
stablecoins are no longer a side story in Crypto Philanthropy—they’re becoming 
one of its fastest-growing channels.

USDC RLUSD USDT DAI
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Crypto Is a Major Gifts Channel
Crypto has continued to prove itself as one of the most powerful major gift 
channels in digital fundraising. One in five nonprofits on The Giving Block raised 
over $100,000 in crypto in 2025, underscoring crypto’s unique ability to drive 
transformative giving at scale. For nonprofits, this means crypto is not simply 
another donation method—it’s a pathway to attracting high-capacity donors 
and securing larger gifts that accelerate mission impact. 

Crypto Donations by Gift Size (2025)

1 in 5 nonprofits
on The Giving Block raised 
$100K+ in crypto

Organization Donation Volume by Size Total

Microdonations (<$15) 3%

Impact Donations ($15 - 5000)

Major Donors (>$5k-100k)

Transformative (>$100k)

37%

39%

21%

Grand Total 100%

The State of Crypto Giving (2025)

Timing Matters:  
Crypto Donations Surge in Q4
Crypto giving in 2025 followed a clear seasonal pattern, with donors showing their strongest activity during the final stretch 
of the year. More than 30% of all crypto donations were made from October through December, and December recorded 
the highest transaction volume of any month. 

Together, these moments reinforce an important insight for nonprofits: crypto giving isn’t random—it moves with market 
confidence and seasonal timing, and the strongest results come when nonprofits are prepared to act on both.

Crypto Donations by Quarter (2025)
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Funding Gaps, Funded:  
The Causes Donors Prioritized
In 2025, donors supported thousands of nonprofits through The Giving Block, 
directing crypto donations toward the causes communities depend on most. 
The top five supported categories—Education, Health & Medicine, Food & Water, 
Children & Youth, and Animals—reflect essential services at a time when many 
organizations are facing tightening budgets and growing demand.

As funding cuts and resource gaps continue to pressure nonprofits across 
the country, crypto donors increasingly stepped in to help sustain critical 
community infrastructure—from classrooms and medical care to food access 
and youth support. The result is a clear trend: crypto giving is becoming a 
meaningful financial force behind the programs families rely on every day.

Top Causes by Donation Volume (2025)

All Other Categories

Civil & Human Rights

Women & Girls Empowerment

Disasters & Conflict

Environment

Technology & Science

Animals

Children & Youth

Food & Water

Health & Medicine

Education

0 5 10 15 20 25

21%

16%

13%

12%

7%

5%

5%

4%

3%

3%

11%

The State of Crypto Giving (2025)
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Crypto Giving by Country:  
U.S. leads the way, followed by the U.K.
Crypto Philanthropy in 2025 remained overwhelmingly U.S.-led, with 88% of 
all crypto donations on The Giving Block coming from donors in the United 
States. This reflects both the scale of U.S. nonprofit fundraising and the 
continued mainstreaming of crypto as a major gift channel domestically. 
The most notable story outside of the U.S. is the rise of crypto giving in the 
United Kingdom. This year, the United Kingdom accounted for 10% of all crypto 
donations, cementing its position as the second-largest country by crypto 
donation volume by a wide margin. 

Top Countries for Crypto Giving (2025) 

Crypto Giving By State:  
Where Crypto Donors Are Driving the 
Most Impact
Crypto donation volume in the United States in 2025 was highly concentrated in 
a small number of states, led by New York and California. New York accounted 
for 37% of total crypto donation volume, followed by California at 26%. Together, 
these two states represented 63% of all U.S. crypto donations, highlighting the 
outsized role of major financial and innovation hubs in Crypto Philanthropy.

All Other Countries 

Australia

United Kingdom

USA

0 20 40 60 80 100

88%

10%

1%

1%

The State of Crypto Giving (2025)
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Crypto Donation Volume by State (2025)

New York California

District of Columbia Massachusetts Indiana

Tennessee Maryland

37% 26%
Florida

9%

5% 5% 4%

2% 2%
South Carolina

Alabama All Other States

1%

1% 8%

The State of Crypto Giving (2025)
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Online Stock Giving Emerges as a 
Major Gifts Growth Channel 
Online stock giving directly on nonprofit websites is quickly becoming a 
powerful non-cash fundraising opportunity. As more young donors build wealth 
in the stock market, they’re increasingly choosing to donate stock directly rather 
than cash—unlocking larger gifts and meaningful tax advantages along the 
way. Not surprisingly, their preferred way to donate stocks isn’t through a broker 
but rather digitally on a nonprofit’s website. 

That shift is clearly reflected in The Giving Block’s data. 2025 was our strongest 
year for stock donations to date, with online stock giving continuing its multi-
year upward climb across both volume and participation. Compared to 2024, 
online stock donation volume increased 127% in 2025—reinforcing that donors 
are not only adopting stock giving more frequently, but giving at significantly 
higher levels when they do.

Online Stock Donations Are  
Scaling—Fast
The growth in stock giving reflects a sustained shift in donor behavior rather 
than a one-year spike. Since 2022, the average stock donation size has 
increased sharply year over year, alongside consistent growth in overall stock 
donation volume. By 2025, stock giving had clearly emerged as a mainstream, 
tax-smart option for donors seeking to maximize their impact.

Stock Donation Analysis Year-over-Year

$51,250

29%

Average stock gift size in 
2025

Increase in the average 
stock donation gift size 
year-over-year from 2024 
to 2025.
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$2,803
$8,281

$40,717

$51,250

The Rise of Online Stock Giving
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Most Stock Donations Arrive in Q4
Stock donations were overwhelmingly concentrated at year-end, reflecting the 
tax-smart nature of giving appreciated assets. In 2025, December accounted 
for nearly 67% of all stock donation volume, making it the single most important 
month for stock fundraising. This surge reinforces a key insight for nonprofits: 
stock giving peaks when tax planning and end-of-year appeals converge.

Stock Donations by Month (2025)
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The Rise of Online Stock Giving
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Online Digital DAF Giving Becomes a 
Scalable Growth Channel
Donor-advised funds (DAFs) have become one of the most important giving 
vehicles in modern philanthropy—and digital DAF giving is accelerating 
quickly. As more donors formalize their charitable strategy through DAFs, they 
increasingly expect nonprofits to make DAF giving easy, accessible, and visible 
as part of the online donation experience directly on their websites.

That momentum is clear in The Giving Block’s data. 2025 marked our strongest 
year for digital DAF donations to date, with donation volume more than 
doubling compared to 2024. More importantly, digital DAF giving continues 
a multi-year upward trend, reinforcing that donors are adopting digital DAF 
giving not as a one-off option, but as a repeatable part of how they support the 
causes they care about.

DAF Giving Doesn’t Follow Traditional 
Seasonal Giving Patterns
Digital DAF giving showed some seasonality in 2025, with higher donation 
volume in January and December, aligning with broader donor planning and 
engagement cycles. However, unlike other forms of giving, digital DAF donations 
were notably less concentrated around year-end. Because grants from a DAF 
are not taxable events, donors can give from their DAFs at any time, resulting in 
more consistent activity throughout the year.

For nonprofits, this highlights two key advantages of digital DAF giving: it helps 
unlock charitable funds that might otherwise sit unused, and it provides a more 
predictable, less seasonal source of donation revenue compared to traditional 
year-end–driven fundraising.

DAF Donations by Month (2025)

Digital DAF Giving:  
A New Channel for Digital Donors

$1,704

2X

2.5X

Average digital DAF gift size 
in 2025 

Digital DAF dollars raised vs. 
2024

Number of digital DAF 
donations vs. 2024
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Sector Spotlight:  
Digital Fundraising Is Unlocking Major 
Gifts for Faith-Based and Education 
Organizations
As non-cash giving becomes a core part of a digital fundraising strategy, some 
sectors are pulling ahead faster than others—driven by donor demographics, 
community identity, and the ability to mobilize large gifts. 

In 2025, faith-based organizations and schools & universities emerged as two 
standout examples of how asset-based giving can unlock major donor potential. 
The data shows that crypto, stock, and digital DAF donors behave differently 
across sectors—revealing clear opportunities for smarter donor appeals, more 
tailored asset messaging, and stronger fundraising results. 

For nonprofits in these verticals, the takeaway is simple: aligning campaigns with 
the right giving communities and preferred assets can turn non-cash donations 
into a reliable growth channel.

Faith-Based Organizations: 
Community-Driven Giving at Scale
Faith-based communities are uniquely positioned to benefit from non-cash 
giving. Strong identity, values-driven generosity, and high trust within donor 
communities create ideal conditions for asset-based philanthropy—particularly 
for major gifts.

In 2025, faith-based organizations saw meaningful support across crypto, stock, 
and DAF giving, with stock donations standing out for their larger average gift size.

Average Gift Size for Faith-Based Organizations 
(by Payment Method)

Payment Method Average Gift Size

Crypto $3,375

DAF

Stock

$2,919

$17,299
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Crypto giving within this sector was highly concentrated in a small number of 
widely held assets, showing how faith-based donor communities rally around 
familiar and trusted cryptocurrencies. This concentration presents a clear 
opportunity: targeted appeals that speak directly to these communities can 
drive significant results.

For faith-based leaders, the message is clear: non-cash giving aligns naturally 
with community-driven generosity, and tailored outreach to crypto and asset-
holding donors can meaningfully increase major gift fundraising.

Top Cryptocurrencies Donated to Faith-Based 
Organizations (2025)

BTC
Bitcoin

USDT
Tether

XRP
XRP Ledger

USDC
USD Coin

1
2

3

4

5

ETH
Ethereum

Payment Method Average Gift Size

Crypto $13,765

DAF

Stock

$1,644

$9,240

Schools & Universities:  
High-Capacity Donors, Larger Crypto Gifts
Higher education institutions are particularly well-positioned for online digital 
crypto, stock, and DAF fundraising due to alumni networks, high-capacity donor 
bases, and long-term relationships built around legacy and impact.

In 2025, schools and universities saw notably strong performance in crypto 
giving, with the average crypto gift size significantly higher than many other 

nonprofit verticals.

Average Gift Size for Schools & Universities  
(by Payment Method) 

Sector Spotlight
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Crypto donations in higher education were heavily concentrated in a 
small number of assets, signaling the presence of highly engaged donor 
communities with specific crypto affiliations.

For advancement teams, the opportunity is clear: alumni who invest in crypto 
are also demonstrating a willingness to give in crypto—and at meaningful gift 
sizes. Aligning alumni appeals with preferred giving methods can unlock a 
powerful new channel for major and repeat donations.

Top Cryptocurrencies Donated to Higher 
Education (2025)

RLUSD
Ripple USD

BTC
Bitcoin

ETH
Ethereum

USDT
Tether

SOL
Solana

1
2

3

4

5

Sector Spotlight
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Inside the Mind of the Digital Donor
Digital donors represent one of the most important and fast-growing audiences 
in philanthropy today. These donors hold wealth in crypto, stocks, and donor-
advised funds, and they expect to support causes in the same ways they 
manage their finances: digitally, efficiently, and with flexibility.

They are often younger, high-net-worth, and highly generous—a combination 
that makes them uniquely important for the future of fundraising. Many are 
early in their peak earning years, digitally fluent, and deeply values-driven. 
For this group, philanthropy is not separate from wealth-building—it’s part 
of it. Giving becomes a way to turn financial success into real-world impact, 
particularly when assets have appreciated or when strategic tax planning is top 
of mind.

In 2025, that mindset translated into major gift behavior at scale. Crypto alone 
saw an average gift of $11,019 across 22,343 donations, while stock and digital 
DAF giving continued to grow as part of a broader asset-based giving strategy. 
Digital donors also demonstrate strong loyalty to the causes and communities 
they support, with repeat donors accounting for a meaningful share of total 
giving throughout the year.

For nonprofits, the opportunity isn’t just offering more ways to give—it’s 
understanding that these are young, wealthy donors building lifelong giving 
habits, and designing experiences that match their expectations from the start.

22,343

1,642

10,569

15%

Crypto Donations Processed 
in 2025

Number of repeat donors on 
The Giving Block in 2025

Total number of gifts from 
repeat donors

Non-anonymous donors 
gave more than once

Digital Donor Personas 



2026 Annual Report 18

Design one seamless digital 
giving experience. 
Donors don’t think in silos. Present 
crypto, stock, DAF, and digital cash 
options together in one clear, 
trusted experience so donors can 
choose how they want to give 
without friction.

4 5 6
Build for repeat giving, not 
one-time transactions. 
Digital donors are generous and 
loyal. Use post-gift journeys, impact 
updates, and milestone campaigns 
to turn first-time asset donors into 
long-term supporters.

Steward like you’re building 
lifelong relationships. 
These donors are often young and 
high-net-worth. Fast receipts, clear 
tax documentation, and thoughtful 
follow-up build trust early—and can 
turn today’s gift into decades  
of support.

Position crypto giving as a 
major gifts channel. 
With a five-figure average gift size, 
crypto donors should be stewarded 
like major donors. Build dedicated 
crypto appeals, personalized 
follow-up, and impact reporting that 
reflects the size and significance of 
these gifts.

1 2 3

Actionable Takeaways: How to Win Digital Donors 

Make stock giving a visible 
year-end strategy. 
Stock donors often give as part 
of tax planning. Promote stock 
donations prominently in Q4 
campaigns and messaging, when 
donors are actively making financial 
decisions about appreciated assets.

Highlight DAF giving during 
planning seasons. 
DAF donors think in terms of 
structured generosity. Feature 
digital DAF giving during key 
planning moments—year-end and 
the start of the year—when donors 
are actively distributing funds.

Digital Donor Personas 
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The Impact

$9.8M
Crypto raised 

$40M+
total raised — Crypto 
donations powered 25% of 
total funds

$3.6M
Crypto raised during record-
setting livestream 

The global water crisis is urgent—and solvable. That belief sat at the center 
of the #TeamWater campaign, a bold fundraising effort led by WaterAid and 
its partners. The goal was ambitious: raise $40 million to bring clean water 
to 2 million people worldwide. The result exceeded expectations. More than 
$40 million was raised globally, with nearly $10 million contributed through 
cryptocurrency donations alone.

Crypto played a defining role in the campaign’s success. Through WaterAid’s 
partnership with The Giving Block, supporters around the world were able to 
donate crypto in a secure, tax-efficient way that aligned with their values. In 
total, crypto accounted for nearly 25% of all funds raised, proving that crypto is 
no longer an experimental channel—but a powerful driver of impact at scale.

“For the first time, with #TeamWater, I saw reality exceed some of the hype,” 
said Matt Fitzgerald, Founder & Principal Organization at fitz.partners – one of 
the leading partners for #TeamWater. “We were not expecting a quarter of 
donations to come through crypto. But what it showed us was the power of 
community activation and meeting people where they are, removing friction so 
anyone, anywhere could be part of the team.”

The breadth of crypto participation was striking. Donations came in across 
more than 20 different cryptocurrencies, led by Solana, USDC, and USDT, with 
meaningful contributions also made in Ethereum, Litecoin, Bitcoin, and a range 
of emerging tokens. This diversity highlighted the depth of generosity within the 
crypto community and its growing role in funding global humanitarian efforts.

Momentum surged even further during a record-setting 18-hour livestream that 
brought #TeamWater to a massive new audience. Featuring top creators and 
streamers, the event shattered expectations—raising $12 million, $3.6 million 
of which was in crypto, in a single broadcast and setting a new world record 
for the most money raised in one livestream. The visibility from this moment 

#TeamWater:  
How Crypto Helped Deliver Clean Water to Millions

“If we look at the overall impact goal, two million people getting 
clean water for 20-plus years, crypto was responsible for clean 
water access for about 500,000 of those people. That’s real, 
tangible impact, and it’s something we feel a deep responsibility 
to stand behind for decades.”

Matt Fitzgerald
Founder & Principal Organization, fitz.partners –  
Campaign Lead for #TeamWater.
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introduced millions of viewers to WaterAid’s mission and accelerated giving 
across the entire campaign.

Beyond the headline numbers, the impact of #TeamWater is tangible and 
far-reaching. Funds raised will directly support clean water infrastructure in 
remote and underserved regions, hygiene and sanitation programs for schools 
and health centers, training for local water engineers and health workers, and 
emergency response efforts in areas facing acute water scarcity.

#TeamWater demonstrated what’s possible when creators, nonprofits, and 
crypto donors come together around a shared goal. By embracing modern 
fundraising tools and meeting digital donors where they are, WaterAid not only 
exceeded its fundraising target—it unlocked new pathways to scale impact and 
accelerate progress toward ending the global water crisis.

The Impact
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Carrying Forward a Legacy:  
How Cabrini Mission Foundation Is Using Crypto to Expand 
Global Impact

$140K
Raised via The Giving Block in 
the first 12 months

17 Countries
Global reach of Cabrini 
Ministries providing 
education, healthcare, and 
social services

In 2025, Cabrini Mission Foundation celebrated the 175th birthday of Saint 
Frances Xavier Cabrini—a milestone that honored more than a century of 
service rooted in education, healthcare, immigration support, and social justice. 
While deeply grounded in tradition, the Foundation has embraced innovation 
to ensure its mission remains relevant and resilient in a rapidly evolving 
philanthropic landscape.

A key part of that evolution has been Cabrini’s decision to accept 
cryptocurrency donations through The Giving Block. What began as an 
exploration of emerging donor behavior quickly became a meaningful growth 
driver. In its first 12 months of accepting crypto, Cabrini raised more than 
$140,000, expanding its funding base while engaging a new segment of digitally 
native donors.

Conversations with supporters revealed a clear opportunity: many existing 
donors already held cryptocurrency and were eager to give in that form. Once 
crypto was available, donations followed quickly and seamlessly, converting 
into usable funds that directly support Cabrini’s programs across 17 countries. 
The Giving Block’s platform removed technical barriers, allowing the Cabrini 
team to focus on stewardship, impact, and donor relationships.

Crypto giving also opened the door to broader engagement. Crypto donations 
became conversation starters, introduced Cabrini to younger donors, and 
extended awareness of the Foundation’s work beyond traditional fundraising 
channels. These outcomes closely mirror broader trends in philanthropy, where 
crypto donors continue to give larger-than-average gifts and seek causes 
aligned with their values.

“We’ve just opened the book on this chapter. We certainly haven’t 
mastered it yet, but we’re excited to keep exploring what’s 
possible. We’re going to continue finding new ways to meet 
people where they are—whether that’s at a gala in New York or 
on Twitter with a crypto wallet. Mother Cabrini established her 
religious order in 1880. Today, the Missionary Sisters continue 
her legacy with missions in 17 countries. Crypto donations offer 
a unique opportunity to expand this global reach and ensure 
Mother Cabrini’s mission thrives for generations to come. As 
Crypto Philanthropy grows—projected to reach $2.5 billion in 
2025—Cabrini Mission Foundation is well-positioned to be part of 
this movement.”

Christopher A. LaBianco
Executive Director at Cabrini Mission Foundation

The Impact
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Cabrini’s success with crypto is part of a larger modernization effort. The 
Foundation has blended traditional fundraising—such as its annual fall gala—
with digital tools that make giving easier and more inclusive. Livestreamed 
events, QR codes for instant donations, and real-time giving features have 
transformed the donor experience while preserving the sense of community 
central to Cabrini’s mission. These updates contributed to Cabrini’s most 
successful gala to date, with increased giving and full pledge fulfillment.

By embracing crypto and expanding its digital giving infrastructure, Cabrini 
Mission Foundation has diversified revenue, strengthened donor trust, and 
increased long-term sustainability. Nearly 150 years after Mother Cabrini 
founded her order, digital fundraising is helping carry her mission forward—
proving that even the most historic organizations can thrive by meeting donors 
where they are and embracing the future of giving.

The Impact
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$15M RLUSD
Committed to empowering 
teachers through 
DonorsChoose

$10M RLUSD
Pledged to support the vital 
work of Teach For America

$200M
Ripple’s total contribution to 
global initiatives since 2018

In a landmark commitment to education, Ripple pledged $25 million in RLUSD to 
two leading education nonprofits—DonorsChoose and Teach For America. The 
initiative reflects Ripple’s belief that access to quality education is foundational 
to economic opportunity and long-term resilience, particularly as classrooms 
across the U.S. face persistent funding shortfalls.

Of the total pledge, $15 million in RLUSD was directed to DonorsChoose to help 
teachers fund classroom supplies, technology, and learning materials, while 
$10 million in RLUSD supported Teach For America’s work recruiting, training, and 
sustaining educators in underserved communities. Together, these investments 
aim to equip both students and teachers with the resources needed to succeed 
in a rapidly evolving economy.

This commitment also underscores the growing role of cryptocurrency in large-
scale philanthropy. Ripple delivered the majority of the pledge using Ripple USD 
(RLUSD), a stablecoin designed to maintain a consistent value relative to the U.S. 
dollar. 

For education nonprofits, the need is urgent. Federal funding constraints 
continue to strain school systems, limiting access to essential programs, 
supplies, and staff—particularly in areas tied to literacy development and long-
term economic mobility. Ripple’s partnership directly addresses these gaps, 
providing flexible funding that reaches classrooms quickly and efficiently.

“Accepting a gift of this size is not trivial,” said Alix Guerrier, CEO of 
DonorsChoose. “The scale raises the bar for accountability, transparency, and 
execution. What made this possible was the shared focus on impact and the 
confidence that we could do this the right way.”

Beyond the immediate financial impact, this collaboration serves as a broader 
signal to the philanthropic sector. By deploying crypto at scale, Ripple highlights 
how crypto can move beyond innovation into infrastructure—powering trusted, 
transparent, and effective giving. The pledge also contributes to Ripple’s larger 
track record, bringing its total contributions to global initiatives to more than 
$200 million since 2018.

Ripple’s $25 Million Pledge:  
Advancing Education Through Crypto Philanthropy

“It wasn’t just the scale of Ripple’s commitment that stood 
out. It was the clarity of intention and focus on impact. That 
clarity made it possible for us to steward a gift of this size with 
confidence and deliver meaningful results for teachers and 
students across the country.”

Alix Guerrier
CEO, DonorsChoose

The Impact
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Looking ahead, this initiative positions DonorsChoose and Teach For America to 
further engage crypto-aligned supporters and diversify their funding strategies. 
More broadly, Ripple’s pledge demonstrates how the crypto industry can play 
a meaningful role in addressing systemic challenges—unlocking new capital, 
increasing efficiency, and expanding what’s possible for nonprofits working at 
the front lines of social change.

As Crypto Philanthropy continues to mature, partnerships like this one point to a 
future where crypto helps fund opportunity, strengthen communities, and drive 
measurable impact at scale.

The Impact
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$9.53M
Raised through the HODL 
Hope Fund (as of 12/1/25)

95%
Progress toward the $10M 
goal by 12/31/25

2013
Save the Children’s first 
crypto donation, supporting 
relief efforts after a typhoon 
in the Philippines

2022
Year HODL Hope launched 
with a $10M goal

Save the Children’s HODL Hope Fund:  
A Bold “Hold Crypto” Strategy Nears $10M Raised
Save the Children has been a pioneer in Crypto Philanthropy long before it 
became mainstream. The organization began accepting cryptocurrency 
donations in 2013, when its first crypto gift supported emergency response 
efforts following a devastating typhoon in the Philippines. That early adoption 
helped establish a long-running commitment to innovation—proving that 
crypto could be more than a financial tool. It could be a vehicle for impact.

In 2018, Save the Children became one of The Giving Block’s earliest nonprofit 
partners, helping shape what crypto fundraising could look like at scale. Building 
on nearly a decade of crypto donor engagement, the organization launched 
the HODL Hope Fund in 2022 with a bold goal: raise $10 million in Bitcoin and 
crypto donations.

By late 2025, the fund had nearly reached its target, raising $9,531,054 as of 
December 1, 2025—representing 95% progress toward the goal by year-end. The 
campaign invited crypto donors and communities worldwide to rally behind a 
shared belief: that Bitcoin and crypto can be a force for good and a force for 
financial inclusion. Supporters were even encouraged to include their name, 
token community, or NFT project in donation notes—turning generosity into a 
visible, community-driven movement.

The impact of these donations extends far beyond fundraising milestones. 
Crypto donations raised through Save the Children help fund programs 
that support children and families in both immediate crisis response and 
long-term development. These efforts include high-quality early childhood 
education programs serving children in rural America, as well as fuel and water 
infrastructure for hospitals and communities impacted by extreme  
weather events.

In moments of crisis, donations also support safe shelters with recreational 
programming that help children process traumatic experiences and begin 
recovery. This balance—between emergency response and long-term 
resilience—is a defining part of Save the Children’s mission, and crypto giving 
has become an increasingly meaningful driver of that work.

Ultimately, the HODL Hope Fund represents what’s possible when nonprofits 
combine long-term innovation with community-driven donor strategy. Save 
the Children didn’t wait for Crypto Philanthropy to mature—they helped build 
it. And as the fund approaches $10 million raised, it stands as a clear signal for 
the sector: organizations that invest early, build trust, and engage crypto-native 
communities can unlock transformational giving at scale.

As Crypto Philanthropy continues to grow, Save the Children’s decade-long 
journey points to what the future of fundraising can be—global, fast-moving, 
and powered by donors who are ready to turn digital wealth into real-world 
impact for children.

The Impact
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~$300,000
Raised for animal welfare in 
2025

100%
Matched by the BONK 
community

Crypto Community Philanthropy in Action:  
Buddies for Paws x BONK 

In 2025, Buddies for Paws demonstrated what’s possible when crypto 
communities rally behind mission-driven causes. Through a year-long 
fundraising effort, the organization raised nearly $300,000 for animal welfare, 
with every donation matched 100% by the BONK community—effectively 
doubling the impact of donors at scale.

The campaign was powered by a clear catalyst: a BONK-led community match 
designed to mobilize crypto-native supporters around a high-impact cause. 
Matching is one of the most effective accelerators in fundraising, but when 
paired with the energy and identity of a token community, it becomes more 
than an incentive—it becomes a movement. In this case, BONK helped turn 
participation into a shared flex for good, motivating donors to give quickly, 
publicly, and repeatedly.

This model also highlights a defining feature of Crypto Philanthropy: community 
is the engine. Throughout the year, Buddies for Paws activated supporters 
through creative event experiences, social storytelling, and product-led 
giving opportunities. From global community events to in-person gatherings 
tied to the Web3 ecosystem, donors weren’t simply contributing—they were 
joining something bigger, with giving woven into culture, entertainment, and 
participation.

The results translated into tangible, real-world impact. Funds supported Buddies 
for Paws’ animal rescue, care, and adoption efforts, helping provide critical 
services for animals in need. By turning community momentum into consistent 
fundraising, the campaign delivered a reliable stream of support for on-the-
ground welfare work—proving that Crypto Philanthropy can be both scalable 
and deeply human.

The success of Buddies for Paws also reinforces an important lesson for 

nonprofits: in crypto fundraising, the biggest unlock often comes from aligning 
with donor communities. The BONK match created a powerful reason to give, 
but the broader strategy—activating identity, participation, and belonging—
helped sustain momentum over the entire year.

As Crypto Philanthropy continues to mature, Buddies for Paws offers a strong 
blueprint for community-driven giving: combine a mission people care about 
with a community that wants to show up, and the result is philanthropy that 
feels fast, social, and deeply impactful.

The Impact



2026 Annual Report 27

Zakat in Crypto:  
Penny Appeal Unlocks New Giving During Ramadan

$53K+
Raised in crypto donations 
during Ramadan

$3,598
Average gift size during the 
Ramadan giving period

During Ramadan, giving becomes deeply intentional. For many donors, it’s also 
the most important time of year to fulfill their annual Zakat—directing charitable 
contributions toward causes aligned with faith, compassion, and community 
responsibility. In early 2025, Penny Appeal captured this moment by meeting 
donors where modern wealth increasingly lives: in cryptocurrency.

Throughout February and March of 2025, Penny Appeal received multiple 
anonymous and pseudonymous crypto donations associated with Zakat giving, 
totaling more than $53,000 during the Ramadan period. With an average gift 
size of approximately $3,598, these donations represented meaningful support 
from donors who were not only motivated to give—but motivated to give in the 
way that was most natural and accessible to them.

The catalyst was simple: donors seeking to fulfill Zakat in crypto actively 
searched for trusted nonprofits that could accept crypto. Penny Appeal stood 
out as one of the prime options, positioning the organization to capture a wave 
of faith-driven giving that may have otherwise gone elsewhere—or never been 
converted into a donation at all. 

The impact of this giving is twofold. First, Penny Appeal’s mission was directly 
strengthened through additional funding received during one of the most 
important charitable seasons of the year. Second, this moment demonstrates 
a broader opportunity for faith-based organizations: crypto is not just another 
payment rail—it can unlock new donor segments and remove friction for 
communities whose charitable practices are time-bound, culturally specific, 
and highly motivated.

As Crypto Philanthropy continues to mature, Penny Appeal’s Ramadan Zakat 
donations highlight a powerful truth for nonprofits: when you offer donors the 
right tools at the right moment, giving follows. For faith-based organizations 
in particular, accepting crypto can expand generosity—modernizing tradition 
without losing its meaning.

The Impact
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2026 Nonprofit Predictions

1. Individual Giving Becomes 
the Backbone of Sustainable 
Fundraising

2. Digital Giving Moves From 
Innovation to Expectation

The long-term shift toward individual giving is now fully realized. In 2025 alone, 
approximately $425 billion in funding across healthcare, arts, education, and 
international aid was reduced, placing increased pressure on nonprofits to build 
resilient donor programs.

In 2026, investing in individual giving is no longer a growth strategy—it is a 
sustainability requirement. Nonprofits must prioritize donor acquisition, retention, 
and stewardship to build lasting relationships that extend beyond one-time 
gifts. This means investing in frontline fundraisers, thoughtful engagement 
strategies, and the patience to nurture donors into long-term supporters and 
major gift contributors. Organizations that center individual donors will be best 
positioned to weather funding volatility and grow impact over time.

2026 marks a clear shift in how generosity shows up online: donors increasingly 
expect to give in more ways than cash. Today’s philanthropists hold wealth 
across crypto, stocks, and donor-advised funds—and they also expect familiar 
digital payment options like credit cards, PayPal, Venmo, and more. In other 
words, donors don’t just give differently—they transact differently, across more 
assets and more platforms than ever before.

In 2025, non-cash giving methods continued to deliver standout performance, 
with crypto and stock consistently producing larger average gift sizes, while 
DAF giving scaled rapidly as a mainstream channel for planned generosity. The 
result is a new fundraising reality: modern giving is no longer defined by a single 
donation form—it’s defined by choice, flexibility, and convenience.

For nonprofits, the message is clear: the organizations that win in 2026 will be 
the ones that build a complete digital giving experience—digital cash, crypto, 
stock, DAF—and make it seamless on their website. This isn’t just about meeting 
donors where they are today; it’s about attracting and converting the next 
generation of young, wealthy donors and future-proofing fundraising revenue 
for the decade ahead.

2026 Predictions for the Nonprofit & Crypto Philanthropy 
Sector
The nonprofit sector is entering 2026 at a pivotal moment. Donor behavior is evolving, wealth is changing hands, and 
new forms of generosity are becoming mainstream. At the same time, nonprofits are being asked to do more with fewer 
traditional funding sources. The organizations that will lead in 2026 are those that embrace innovation without losing sight 
of what matters most: trust, transparency, and meaningful donor relationships.

These predictions highlight the key shifts shaping nonprofit fundraising and Crypto Philanthropy in the year ahead.
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3. Digital Giving Experiences 
Drive the Next Generation of 
Donors

4. Human-First 
Engagement, with AI as a 
Strategic Partner

The Great Wealth Transfer is accelerating. Over the next decade, Gen X and 
Millennials will inherit more than $21 trillion, reshaping the future of philanthropy. 
While Baby Boomers and the Silent Generation still represent a significant 
share of major giving today, the expectations of younger donors are already 
influencing how nonprofits must operate.

These donors expect digital experiences that are intuitive, flexible, and secure. 
Giving tools that are difficult to use or limited in payment options undermines 
trust and credibility. In 2026, a nonprofit’s website and donation experience are 
a direct reflection of its mission readiness. Organizations that invest in digital, 
donor-first technology will earn confidence, drive engagement, and build 
lasting relationships with the next generation of philanthropists.

The rapid rise of AI in 2025 set the stage for a necessary recalibration. As 
technology becomes embedded in nearly every aspect of daily life, donors are 
seeking more authenticity—not less. In 2026, nonprofits that lead with empathy, 
clarity, and human connection will stand out.

AI will play an important supporting role, helping organizations analyze 
data, surface insights, and communicate impact more clearly. But the most 
meaningful donor moments—appeals, thank-yous, and relationship-building—
must remain human. A thoughtful message or personalized follow-up carries 
more weight than ever in an automated world.

The organizations that succeed in 2026 will be those that use AI to enhance 
transparency and efficiency, while keeping trust, gratitude, and connection at 
the center of the donor experience.

2026 Nonprofit Predictions
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Ready to Unlock the  
Next Generation of Donors? 

The future of fundraising is already here.
Donors are building wealth in crypto, stocks, and DAFs, and they expect to give in the same ways they manage 
their finances.

The nonprofits that win in this next era will be the ones that make giving easy, flexible, and frictionless—meeting 
donors where they are and turning modern wealth into meaningful impact.

The Giving Block helps nonprofits:

	» Accept crypto, stock, and digital DAF gifts directly on their website

	» Unlock larger, tax-efficient gifts from digital donors

	» Deliver a trusted, seamless giving experience

	» Future-proof fundraising for the next generation of philanthropists

Take the Next Step

See What Digital Giving Could 
Look Like for Your Organization

Explore how digital crypto, stock, 
and DAF giving can fit into your 
fundraising strategy and unlock new 
donor growth.

Support a Cause You Care 
About

Discover nonprofits that allow you 
to turn your assets into impact.

For Press & Media

Interested in covering Crypto 
Philanthropy or speaking with 
our team? Reach out to learn 
more, request data, or schedule 
an interview.

Book a Demo Donate Now Reach Out

https://thegivingblock.com/book-a-demo/
https://thegivingblock.com/donate/
mailto:media%40thegivingblock.com?subject=


2026 Annual Report 31

thegivingblock.com


	The New Era of Digital Fundraising is Here
	Key Takeaways from 2025
	The State of Crypto Giving (2025)
	The Rise of Online Stock Giving
	Digital DAF Giving: A New Channel for Digital Donors
	Sector Spotlight: Digital Fundraising Is Unlocking Major Gifts for Faith-Based and Education Organizations
	Digital Donor Personas 
	The Impact
	2026 Nonprofit Predictions
	Ready to Unlock the Next Generation of Donors? 

